H$          THE END OF TORY GOVERNMENT
defaulted, to expend over its head the money required by
the school managers, and to treat the money thus spent as
a debt due from the County Council to the Crown. Had
Lloyd George's restraining advice been followed by all the
Welsh County Councils, there would have been no excuse
at all for such an Act: but unfortunately the Councils of
Carmarthenshire and Merionethshire had shown zeal far
in advance of discretion, inasmuch as they had refused to
administer the Education Act at all* This was indeed
rebellion; and it played into the hands of those who were
only too glad to find some legal justification for severity*
Lloyd George made a fierce onslaught on the Coercion Act
during its second reading, taunting the Government with
their devotion to the interests of the Church and the liquor
traffic* "The Government," he said, "found their
empire tottering; and, like the Roman Empire of old,
they had to buy off the Goths, One day the Goths came
from Burton-on-Trent ,* the next from Lambeth, They
threatened to sack the city* For a year or two the Education
Act satisfied them; but the brewers' Endowment Act
brought the hordes back. ' Our consciences will not stand
this/ they said* ' I'll square that for you/ said the Prime
Minister, and he put matters right with the Bill for the
Coercion of Wales* It is like compounding a spree on a
Saturday night by putting a threepenny-bit in the plate on
Sunday/' Feeling ran high during these debates; and on
<me occasion the entire Liberal Opposition, led by Asquith,
inarched out of the House as a protest against what they
regarded as an unwarrantable use of the closure* No
amount of opposition, however, could prevail against the
Government's determination to pass the BilL and it duly
became law*
Waifs proposed to resist this new Act; and another great
national convention meeting at Gpdiff pledged itsslf to